
 
English IV- Research Paper        2019 
AP Literature and Composition 
 

  

Objective: The senior AP research paper is based on a novel or play chosen by the student from a list of works 
which are in the curriculum and/or on the AP suggested reading list. The student will create a thesis based on one of 
the important themes discussed in the work. Students will receive instruction in writing a thesis, using MLA format 
for research papers, and other instructions needed to insure a successful paper. The novel or play will serve as the 
paper’s primary source and the research will function as secondary sources. 
 

The minimum requirements for the critical analysis research paper are as follows: 
l. The novel or play selected and read MUST be used as the basis for proving the thesis. 
2. A minimum of 3 and no more than 5 quality literary criticisms (secondary sources) must be used in the paper. The sources will 
be found in library texts or in the library literary databases. (We will use the library for 4 days as a class.) What will be 
considered acceptable literary criticism will be discussed in class. 

a. ONE (and only one) correctly documented long quote from a secondary source must be included in the paper. 
***To receive full credit, the paper must adequately and effectively use both the research and the primary source (the 
novel or play). 
b. Each secondary source must be used at least twice and be parenthetically documented. 
c. The primary source will be used many times, but at least twice per body paragraph 
Failure to incorporate either source adequately will result in a failing grade.  The primary source and all secondary 
sources cited in the paper must appear on the Works Cited page. 

3. NO Internet sources are permitted; only approved database sources may be used. 
4. NO general encyclopedias, Cliff notes, Shmoop, Monarch notes, or sources of this kind are permitted. No book reviews and 
no overviews. CHECK YOUR SOURCES. 
5. Do not use only one volume or source for your required secondary sources. 
If you use books that contain multiple articles, the first article you choose may be considered one of the 3 required sources; any 
subsequent articles within the volume may be used AFTER you have found additional sources not included in that volume. 
Sources must be published AFTER 1975. If you find an older source and strongly feel that it will contribute to the strength of 
your paper’s argument, you must submit it to me for approval. All sources must be printed and submitted. See the syllabus for 
the due date. 

6. The typed, double spaced paper will be between 5-6 pages in length (not to exceed 7 pages). (12 point font, Times New Roman.)  

● The paper will include a Works Cited. (not included in length requirements).  
● The paper will show a balanced use of textual evidence and analysis. 
● Essays that are not AT LEAST 5 full pages in length will fail. 
● MLA FORMAT MUST BE FOLLOWED. (Students will continue to receive instruction. Please see the MLA 

handbook, seventh edition, or the AHS library website for instructions. In addition, check the research tab on the 
website.) 

7. Students must submit the paper, a receipt showing submittal of the paper to Turnitin.com, and all requirements listed below in 
a large manila envelope. The envelope will clearly show the student’s name and class period. 
 

The following items must accompany the final paper: (-5 on the final grade per missing item) 
1.At least one typed, peer-edited rough draft that shows handwritten evidence of revision. 
2.At least one typed, self-edited rough draft which shows handwritten evidence of revision. 
3.Copies of ALL secondary sources, highlighted to show documented information. 
4.Approved thesis (Signed and dated) 
5.Original works cited page. (signed and dated) 
6.Turnitin.com receipt. The paper must be submitted by 7:15 am, Tuesday, April 9th. 

 8. Students MUST submit papers through the website Turnitin.com by 7:15 am on the due date. Turnitin.com is website that 
helps ensure originality and proper citation. All students will submit their papers electronically through this site and attach proof 
of submission to their papers in order to receive credit. 

9. The due date for the research paper is Tuesday, April 9th, 2019. 

 ***Essays submitted no later than 3 pm (hard copy AND turnitin.com) on Friday, April 5th will receive +5 on the final 
grade!!! 

A computer or printer problem will NOT extend the due date. Please make sure that you have these issues worked out in 
advance. 



The paper and all required materials will be submitted at the beginning of the period on the due date. 

 

Policy: If a student is on campus for any part of the day, including extracurricular activities, the paper is due. Failure to submit a 
paper on time will result in a late grade. The AHS Late Work policy will be followed. A late grade will be assessed based on the 
time the student submits the completed paper to turnitin.com (7:15 am) AND the complete contents of the envelope to class. 

If a student is absent on Tuesday, April 9th , for the entire day, including all extracurricular activities, the paper and all required 
materials are due the day the student returns to school, whether the student has English that day or not. These students must still submit to 
turnitin.com in order to avoid late penalties. Students who were absent but submit on time (turnitin.com), and fail to turn in a hard copy 
within 2 school days will evoke the late penalty. -15 1 day, -20 2 days, -40 3 days, -50 4 days. 

Students are strongly encouraged to work with the teacher to establish a schedule/calendar to support the research process. (a schedule 
has been provided via your syllabus). 

The research paper grade will be reflected in the final nine weeks’ grade. It is one summative grade, equally weighted with 
all other summative grades. 

Plagiarism: 
A paper will receive a grade of zero if it is plagiarized in any way. Plagiarism is defined in the MLA Handbook as : “Forms of plagiarism 
include the failure to give appropriate acknowledgment when repeating or paraphrasing another’s wording, when taking a particularly apt 
phrase, and when paraphrasing another’s argument, or presenting another’s line of thinking” (71). 

In the event of a plagiarized paper, your parents, principal, and counselor will be notified, and the paper will receive a 
zero. 

 
 
Writing Workshop and other dates: 
 
Thurs., Feb. 28rd: printed Works Cited due 
 
Fri., Mar. 125: Proposal and Thesis due (6-8 sentences). All thesis statements must receive approval  

from your instructor. You will be asked to resubmit work which does not meet expectations the next day. No grade 
will be received until work is approved. 
 

Tues., Mar. 19th: Intro and ONE body paragraph due  (two typed copies required). 
 
Mon., Mar. 25th: Revised Intro and TWO body paragraphs (two typed copies required). 
 
Block, April 3/4: Full essay due for workshop (two typed copies required). * must include the works cited page. 
 
Tues., Apr. 9th: Final paper and accompanying requirements due 

 
 

 
Summary of the Process 
  
Step #1: Establishing a Plan for the Body of the Paper 
 
 As you read, jot down notes about things such as recurring character types, symbols, motifs, themes, literary 
style, structure, etc. as well as clues about the author’s life that you can pick up through your readings. As you 
read and make notes, you should come up with the MOWAW  of your Research Paper—an idea that 
wrestles  on an intellectual level with the human experience.   
 You will then add to your knowledge by researching critical reception of the texts (literary criticism, and 
other critical examinations of a work by literary scholars- NOT book reviews).  Create a basic framework or 
outline for the full argument of the essay.   
 Step #2: Draft Introduction 
  
A good Introduction is a blueprint of a research paper for both the writer and reader. Draft your Introduction early—i.e. 
while you’re still gathering information and taking notes—will help you conduct your research and write the rest of your 
paper more efficiently since its function is to present the central issue and the thesis. 



  
Most of your Introduction should be devoted to presenting the issue with the necessary brief context to establish your 
position. Normally, you won’t know your exact thesis until you’ve finished your research.  Nevertheless, you can draft a 
“working thesis” that poses the question driving your research, or a provisional thesis (similar to a hypothesis in science) 
that reflects a view that you want or expect your research to support but is subject to change. 
 
  
 Step #3: Draft Thesis Support and build to a Climax 
  

Select material from secondary sources that will provide support for your argument or offer a means of 
elaborating your argument. Select specific interpretations, insights, or ideas that enrich your interpretation, 
being sure to document your source appropriately. Do not lift an entire argument from a source.  
  
While you are researching you will be focused on the quality of the information and how well it addresses the question or 
problem driving your research.  Typically, not all of the information that you decide to use to support your thesis will be 
equally significant or strong.  As a result, when you draft your paper, think about the best way to arrange your thesis 
support. If your strongest support comes too early, then the rest of your paper may be anticlimactic. 
  
Your goal should be to organize your support in such a way that it builds to a strong conclusion or climax.  

You won’t always find the ideal sequence in your first draft. Don’t be afraid to change things around as you revise the 
paper. Discussing drafts of your paper with your instructor and classmates will help you determine the best way to 
organize your thesis support. 
  

 
  
Step #4: Write the Conclusion 
  
Your conclusion should briefly and effectively wrap up your essay. Do NOT restate what you have already 
shown in your body paragraphs. Remember- judgment.  
 
 
Step #5: Edit, Revise, and create Works Cited Page- the most underrated step 
  
·         Revise and edit to create your final draft of the essay. 
·         Tie together the sections of the essay by adding transitional sentences and improving topic sentences to 
drive the coherency and focus. 
·         Kick up your spice. Use not only appropriate academic language, but deliberate usage and phrases to 
enhance the fluidity of your writing. 
·         Check spelling, punctuation, syntax, etc. 
·         Use quotation marks and parenthetical citation to distinguish others’ writing from your own. Failure to 
do so constitutes plagiarism and will result in a zero for this assignment, NO EXCEPTIONS. 
·         Create a PROPERLY FORMATTED Works Cited page. 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/12/  


